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I’m not Scrouge or the Grinch. But, I’m tired of the phony things of Christmas. I’m looking for the real 
Christmas. I know it’s not merely family gatherings, lights, lawn ornaments, decorated trees, and even 
gift giving. Everywhere we look there is something about Christmas that has nothing to do with Jesus’ 
birth. If you are longing for the real Christmas then we need to remember who Jesus is and worship 
Him first and only.  
 
In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through him, and nothing was 
created except through him. The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life 
brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never 
extinguish it. 
 
The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He 
came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. He came to his own 
people, and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the 
right to become children of God. They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from 
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. So the Word became human and 
made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his 
glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.  John 1:1–5; 9-14 (NLT) 
 
The unheard of truth is the God of Creation came into the world. There are lots of Christmas 
stories, but only one has God entering our world.  
 
Jolly old Saint Nicholas is one Christmas story. But did you know that he was a real person from the 
third century. Raised a follower of Jesus, he took seriously the command to “sell what you own and 
give it to the poor”.  He did this because he inherited a fortune when his parents died.  
 
The pagan Germanic peoples celebrated Yule when the god Odin would ride through the sky. He was 
on a great hunt, which lead to a time of feasting and drinking. In the legend Odin he had two ravens 
that would listen at the chimney to hear if children were bad and good. Christkind or Kris Kringle 
delivered presents to well-behaved Swiss and German children. Christkind, or Christ-child was an 
angel-like figure. St. Nicholas accompanied Christkind on his holiday missions. The Scandinavian 
countries gave us a jolly elf named Jultomten. He delivered gifts in a sleigh drawn by goats. This one 
gets me. The Italian version had a woman called La Befana. She was a kindly witch riding a 
broomstick down chimneys. She would put toys into the stockings of lucky children. 
 
In our country the legend began in December 1773. A New York newspaper reported Dutch families 
had gathered to honor the anniversary of Saint Nicholas’ death. In Dutch the name was Sinter Klaas. 
This was the shortened version of Sint Nikolaas: Santa Claus. It was in 1822 that an Episcopal 
minister Clement Clarke Moore wrote a long Christmas poem to read to his three daughters. It was 
entitled “An Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas.” It became known as “‘Twas The Night Before 
Christmas.” Moore was hesitant to publish the poem due to what he said was frivolous. It gave birth 
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to our likeness of a “right jolly old elf” with a  round figure and the uncanny gift of going up and down 
chimneys. The image became so popular that in 1841 Philadelphia shops had a life-size Santa Claus 
model. Naturally thousands of children came to it. It didn’t take very long for stores to attract children, 
and their parents, with the enticement of a peek at a “live” Santa Claus. Last piece of trivia is Rudolph 
the red-nosed reindeer. Robert L. May, who worked for the Montgomery Ward department store 
wrote the story we have today. Montgomery Ward sold almost two and a half million copies of the 
story in 1939. In the 1940’s it was made into a song.  
 
God not only entered the world He created He became His creation. Whether a real person who gave 
away his inheritance or a mythical creature created to sell merchandise none of it compares to Jesus. 
Jesus did the unthinkable, the impossible and became a person. The power to speak separating light 
from darkness, calling chaos into the earth, placing all the stars in the sky, creating everything in the 
land and sea and the sky became a frail, tiny person. There is no better Christmas story.  
 
He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. He came to his 
own people, and even they rejected him. John 1:10-11 (NLT) 
 
We don’t want to be counted for a minute among those who rejected the Light of the World. 
God came bringing light because His creation had been surrounded by darkness. Jesus is the all 
knowing, all powerful, all compassionate power, force, intellect behind, above and beyond this world 
we see. The plant grows, the bee pollinates, the water comes down from the sky, the person 
breathes, the wind blows, and the sun shines because of Jesus. He is the Word spoken, the Word 
alive, and the Word forever. Don’t let that confuse you. Just remember Jesus is God who came to our 
world that He created.  
 
Our little recollection of Saint Nicholas and the traditions that followed it are a mere example of how 
the darkness has been surrounding the light. We could talk about the variety of dark things that have 
existed for thousands of years. Jealousy and envy, stealing and larceny, hatred and anger, violence 
and murder just to name a few. All of these things grow out hearts that are selfish. It is people who 
crave and desire what will satisfy for the moment, but cripple for lifetime. The darkness of our souls 
spreads around us to infiltrate every thing small and big. We are not the source of the darkness, but 
we can spread the darkness. We do this when we turn our back on the light. We live in the shadows 
instead of in the light. We search the desires that put us first. We get excited about helping ourselves.  
 
We can be easily blinded to Jesus by the things the world has created. I’m good at pointing my finger 
at the sins of others. We’re all good at seeing the bad in those around us. We like to blame somebody 
for the things we say, and do, and think. There has to be a guilty person to take the blame. We’re not 
going to take the blame.  
 
But, we’ve made the choice to look into the darkness instead of looking to the light. Every person 
since the first two people have decided that  we’re smarter than our Creator. You and me, and every 
person from the beginning has rejected the Creator. All of us have gone our own way.  We have 
accepted the thing created by the world instead of choosing the Creator of the world. We have 
chosen the traditions, the attitudes, and the things people make. We have pushed away our Creator, 
the one who spoke by His Word, and made everything. This is rejection.  
 
I’ve given up trying to change the culture, the government, the world. I’m not the Creator or the 
Savior, or the Word. I have though turned to Jesus, the Light, the Word. I am actively looking upon 
Him.  I will continue to guide people to the Word, to the Light, to Jesus. I’m not going to make Santa 
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Claus go away. I’m not going to cast off the traditions of gift giving. I’m not going to cleanse the earth 
of greed and selfishness. But I will worship Jesus and keep Him first in my life.  
 
But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 
They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth 
that comes from God. John 1:12-13 (NLT) 
 
As you think about God becoming a person remember your rebirth comes only from Jesus. 
Christmas becomes our own rebirth.  God became a person, Jesus, born of a woman. He was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. He was fully God and fully a person. It is His birth that we celebrate at 
Christmas. We don’t celebrate decorations, blow-up reindeer, trees, right? We don’t celebrate 
magically creates that fly through the sky pulling a sleigh, right? We don’t celebrate a jolly old man, 
with a beard that enters homes through the chimney, right?  
 
We celebrate Jesus.  We celebrate that the God who created all things came into our world the same 
way everyone of us did. We celebrate the God of all the universe who is greater than tall tales, 
legends, lies, and temptations. When we celebrate Christmas we are also celebrating our  own rebirth 
as His disciples.  
 
Christmas remembers a child born in a stable. Christmas also is a time to remember that Jesus has 
gave us a new life. We have been born again. Our rebirth was not by the passion, or the will of any 
person. Our rebirth is the power of Holy Spirit convicting us of our sins, calling us to faith in Jesus, 
and giving us the mercy to be born again. This is not the work of a tree, or candy canes, or fruitcake (I 
had to throw that in here).  No tale of a Norse God, an Italian witch, a jolly elf, or a even a third century 
saint gave us new life. God’s love and mercy from the beginning have always been the driving force 
for His birth as a person, and our rebirth as His followers. Christmas is about Jesus birth and my 
rebirth as His disciple. Christmas is about Jesus’ birth and your rebirth as His disciple. 
 
As the worldly Christmas seeks to take over know that you are a child of God. Eggnog, cookies, and 
candy of all kinds will tempt you this year. Anticipating the perfect gift from someone in you life will 
tease you this year. The expectation of harmony, good cheer, and well wishes will deceive you this 
year. But, none of that is Christmas. At Christmas in the midst of the temptations, deceptions, and the 
teasing stand on the truth: God has made you His child.  
 
The birth of Jesus has given the world the opportunity to be reborn not as children of flesh and blood, 
but as children of God. Through faith in the midst of the challenge of finding the perfect gift remember 
you are a child of God. Through faith in the midst of the hectic pace remember you are a child of God. 
Through faith in the midst of the whatever burdens weigh you down remember you are a child of God.  
 
Every child of God is promised His love, mercy, grace, and power. You are God’s child because He 
saw your sin and your inability to stop sinning and He came to earth, to you. He made you His child. 
You are God’s child because He didn’t give you what you deserve for your lack of faith. He forgave 
you of your sins. You are God’s child because each day He has given you more than you deserve. 
He pours out His blessings upon you. You are God’s child because within you there is power that can 
overcome temptations and sin.  
 
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. John 
1:14 (NLT) 
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Above all the noise, lies, temptations Worship Jesus and Keep Him First. Christmas will become 
new for you as you worship Jesus.  Go ahead and put up the tree and decorate to your heart’s 
delight. Worship Jesus while you do it. Hang the lights from every corner of your house, on the shrubs 
and trees. Worship Jesus while you do it. Put up wreathes and light candles, hang red bows, and 
beautiful banners. Worship Jesus while you do it. Buy the gifts, give the presents, hand out the 
cookies. Worship Jesus while you do it. Go to the parties, gather with family, eat your favorite foods. 
Worship Jesus while you do it.  
 
In all these Christmas activities remember God become the person Jesus. He lived here among 
people, faced temptations, and was always faith to God. Jesus took away your sins and gave you a 
new life. Jesus made it possible for you and me to be loving, compassion and kind. Jesus made it 
possible for you and me to be faithful, obedient, and loyal. Jesus made it possible for you and me to 
bring glory and honor to the Father heaven.  
 
As the worldly ideas of Christmas seek to bring you down and pull you away from God offer to Him 
your thanks. While you struggle through this month of December proclaim with gratitude God’s 
blessings on your life. For the next twenty-five days keep your focus on the greatest gift ever, Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Putting Jesus first and Keeping Jesus first requires you to speak His name.  God came into this world, 
our world, the world of sin and selfishness. He brought with Him new life. Speak His name. Whenever 
possible say Merry Christmas. Make Merry Christmas the last words in every  conversation.  
 
Whenever possible say Thank God. Mix your praise into as many conversations as possible. 
Whenever you can give praise to Jesus. Bring up His name, mention Jesus every time you see a 
manger scene, a shining star, or a twinkling candle. Jesus already did the hardest parts by being a 
person, taking away your sins, and rising from the dead.  
 
You can speak the truth, you can declare His name. The next twenty-five days are laid out before us 
as moments to live as born again people. This season of Christmas gives us the possibilities of giving 
away the greatest gift, Jesus. Speak the name of Jesus. Proclaim your love for Him. Sing His name 
throughout your day. Make the joyful noise that God has come to our world to save us.  
 
Many people think they are saved by the things that they do. To be saved, to be born again is to 
confess and repent of your sins, your lack of faith in God, your selfishness, your rejection of God. Ask 
Jesus to enter your heart and give you a new life. Ask Jesus to give you a new birth. Celebrate your 
new life with the birth of Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


